[Rare tumors of the lateral ventricle. Review of the literature].
Metastases of lateral ventricle (LV) are attached to choroidal plexus. Primary source is cancer of kidney. Two thirds of patients are male. Oligodendrogliomas occur in young females. Signs of increased intracranial pressure are a constant feature. These tumors are found in anterior portion of the LV with severe enhancement and clumped calcifications. Treatment is surgical. Cavernomas have a preponderance of rapid growth with a bleeding revelation. Seizures are rare. Rebleeding is frequent and justifies a surgical treatment. Schwannomas are a rare entity in which the majority of patients are very young. MRI shows calcifications, cystic components and a strong enhancement. They are limited to sporadic cases, never associated with neurofibromatosis. Arachnoid cysts are located in the atrium and/or in the occipital horn. Patients are young (mean age < 40 years). MRI demonstrates an intracystic lesion with signal intensity similar to the CSF. Best treatment is an endoscopic fenestration. Epidermoid cysts occur in third decade. These pearly tumors appear isointense or a little hyperintense on T1-weighted imaging, very characteristic. They are enhanced after gadolinium injection and appear strongly hyperintense on T2-weighted imaging. An incomplete removal with a thorough long-term follow-up is necessary. Cavernomas of LV are hyperintense on T1- and T2-weighted imaging. They have a bleeding risk of 25 to 45%. Therefore, they must be operated.